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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to Lee County’s Public Meeting to learn about the Southeast Advanced Water Reclamation Facility.
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Project Location Map

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Southeast Advanced Water Reclamation Facility is proposed to be located at 14201 Alico Road in Fort Myers, Florida as shown on this project location map.
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Purpose & Need for the Project
Provides a 6 mgd advanced water reclamation facility

• Can be expanded to 10 mgd

Supports existing and future population in the area
• Lee BoCC planning for fulltime population of 1 million 

residents
• Growth anticipated in the southeast region of county
• Lee County has expanded wastewater treatment capacity 

at existing facilities

Proactive planning to comply with regulatory 
treatment & requirements

• Lee County’s commitment to Florida’s overall quality of 
life, health & economy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This project will provide an advanced water reclamation facility that will convert 6 million gallons per day of wastewater effluent into reuse or reclaimed water.  The facility can be expanded to treat 10 million gallons per day.The Lee Board of County Commissioners is strategically planning and preparing for a fulltime population of 1 million residents. Residential growth is anticipated in the southeast region of the County. The Southeast Advanced Water Reclamation Facility will ensure advanced wastewater treatment infrastructure is available to support the increasing population in this area. Lee County has expanded the wastewater treatment capacity of other existing treatment facilities and a new facility is necessary. As service demands increase and existing assets age, the County must plan for, and comply with, regulatory treatment and discharge requirements that become stricter each year. Lee County remains committed to implementing measures that protect the local waterbodies, which are vital to the state’s overall quality of life, health and economy. 
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What is Advanced Wastewater 
Treatment (AWT)?
The proposed reclamation facility will be designed to treat to 
advanced wastewater treatment standards.
• AWT produces a “higher quality” water by removing nutrients in addition to normal components 

removed in standard biological treatment 

• Results = water that is safe for public reuse can be used for:
• Landscape irrigation 
• Other potential beneficial uses

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed reclamation facility will be designed to be an advanced wastewater treatment facility.An advanced wastewater reclamation facility produces a “higher quality” water by removing nutrients in addition to the normal components removed in a standard biological wastewater treatment facility. The resulting water is treated for public access reuse and can be used for landscape irrigation and other potential beneficial uses. 
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Why is AWT Important?
Water quality 

AWT helps to further remove nutrients 
from treated effluent making it 
available for other uses.

Wastewater treated to AWT 
standards

• Affects everyone 
• Responsible management is key 

• Top priority for Lee BoCC
• Lessens the demand for 

potable drinking water 

• Beneficial to our community
• Promotes economic benefits by 

maintaining healthy waterways, bays 
& Gulf of Mexico 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Water quality is a top priority of the Lee Board of County Commissioners and water quality initiatives occur year-round. Water quality affects residents and visitors alike, and everyone has an opportunity to be a part of the solution. Water quality is the driver behind the Southeast Advanced Water Reclamation Facility Project. Responsible management of wastewater is key to maintaining the County’s overall water quality. Wastewater treated to Advanced Wastewater Treatment standards lessens the demand for potable drinking water, is beneficial to our community and promotes economic benefits by maintaining healthy waterways, bays and the Gulf of Mexico.
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About the Surrounding Environment
• Coordination with FWC and USFWS

• Water reclamation facility largely located in previously cleared pasture

• Wildlife surveys repeated prior to construction

• Wetland slough system on eastern third of property (approx. 33 acres) to 
remain as preserve

• Exotic vegetation removal will enhance benefits for 
wildlife

• Lee County DOT proposes incur porating a wildlife 
crossing in the Alico Road Extension project.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lee County remains sensitive to the surrounding environment.  As part of the permitting process for the project, coordination will occur with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to evaluate potential impacts. Conservation measures will be used, and mitigation measures provided, as necessary to offset any unavoidable impacts. The project will be largely located within previously cleared pasture, thereby minimizing potential impacts to habitat. Wildlife surveys will be repeated prior to construction to ensure no nesting has occurred since the permitting phase. Any necessary relocation permits (i.e., gopher tortoise) will be obtained and implemented prior to the start of construction. The wetland slough system on the eastern third of the property, containing approximately 33 acres, will remain as a preserve post-development, with exotic vegetation removal implemented to enhance its value for wildlife. The Lee County Department of Transportation proposes incorporating a wildlife crossing as part of the proposed Alico Road Extension project. 
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About the Water Reclamation Facility
• Design of facility began August 2022

• Will be neighbor-friendly with odor 
abatement technology

• Run by professional licensed operations 
staff

• Round-the-clock facility
• Construction anticipated to start in 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Design of the Southeast Advanced Water Reclamation Facility began in August. A preliminary concept plan is available to view here this evening. The facility will be designed to operate in a neighbor-friendly way with engineering controls to treat odorous air prior to release. Odor abatement technology, such as scrubbers and activated carbon filters, will be incorporated into the project. Professional licensed operations staff will operate the round-the-clock facility without detection. This means a minimal number of vehicles would access the facility.  Lee County successfully operates its Three Oaks and other reclamation facilities that are located in or nearby residential areas in a neighbor-friendly way.Construction of the Southeast Advanced Water Reclamation Facility is anticipated to start in 2025.
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Ways to stay informed 
Visit the project website:
www.LCUSEwater.com

Questions may be submitted to:

info@LCUSEwater.com

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lee County encourages you to stay informed about the Southeast Advanced Water Reclamation Facility.  Visit the project website at www.LCUSEwater.com.  You can sign up to receive updates about the project via email.  Questions about the project may be submitted on the Contact Us page of the website or to info@LCUSEwater.com.

http://www.lcusewater.com/
mailto:info@LCUSEwater.com
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Thank you!
Lee County appreciates your attendance 

& input at this Public Meeting.

Visit Stations to Share Your Thoughts with the Team
• Facility Design & Operations
• Public Information

• Zoning & Permitting
• Environmental

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This concludes our presentation about the Southeast Advanced Water Reclamation Facility. Lee County appreciates your attendance and input at tonight’s Public Meeting.  Please visit the project stations set up around the room to share your thoughts about topics such as Zoning & Permitting; Environmental; Facility Design & Operations, and Public Information.  Representatives from Lee County and the project team are present to hear your concerns and answer questions.
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